
 
 
September 16, 2020 
 
Hello District 29 Parents, Guardians, & Staff— 
 
Yesterday, the District 29 Return to School Task Force convened to review our “metrics” 
regarding the reopening of our school, and reflect on opportunities for improvement in our 
systems and protocols. 
 
A document outlining the metrics that we will be utilizing as we move forward, and the actual 
data organized into a “COVID Data Dashboard” from our first meeting. is attached for your 
review. This document will be posted under the “return to School” tab on our website. 
 
I will be reviewing our metrics and the resulting D29 Dashboard at our Parent Connections 
Committee meeting scheduled for September 22, 2020. Information on how to connect to this 
meeting virtually is available from our District calendar. All are welcome to attend. 
 
Three significant recommendations came from the Task Force meeting yesterday, and were all 
approved by the Board of Education at their subsequent meeting last night: 
 

1. District 29 will remain in “Stage II” of our Phased Hybrid Plan. 
-The resurgence metrics used by District 29 do not indicate the need to implement a 
more restrictive plan (e.g., system-wide remote learning), or the ability to extend the 
hours of in-person learning at this time. 
 

2. On Friday, September 25, 2020, District 29 will utilize one of the five special “planning 
days” afforded to all Illinois public schools by the state Board of Education.  
-This means that Friday, September 25, 2020 will be a non-student attendance day. 
-Staff will be engaged in professional development and planning on that day.  
 

3. Students that are required to quarantine for travel-related reasons (i.e., travelling to a 
high risk area), will not be permitted to access remote learning during the travel or 
quarantine period. 

 
I want to thank all of our parents and guardians for your flexibility and patience as we have 
worked on the bumps in the road to returning to school. 
 



I would also like to thank our incredible staff for their commitment to the District and our 
students, and making this work, everyday. 
 
Sincerely 
 
Edward J. Stange, Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 

 
 
September 16, 2020 
 
Hello District 29 Families- 
 
I first must apologize for a rare second communication on this subject in a single day. However, 
I have received a few communications from concerned families about the Task Force 
recommendation to limit the remote participation of students following voluntary travel, and I 
wanted to provide some perspective on this recommendation. 
 
We are very fortunate to have opened our schools with 87% of our students participating in-
person on a daily basis, and the other 13% engaging remotely. While other districts are still 
struggling to address the myriad of challenges related to reopening school, or have chosen to 
remain full remote, we have a plan in place that has been working. This is despite the fact that 
we, like many school districts, have vacant positions still left to fill. 
 
Reconnecting our students and staff has been an incredible gift for all of us and we must be 
vigilant in protecting that gift. The unforgiving charge of the Task Force is to make 
recommendations that protect that gift for all of us, even when they are not preferential to 
some. 
 
In the past two week, many families and staff have been inconvenienced by having to leave 
school due to a headache or runny nose, quarantine due to contact with someone with COVID 
symptoms, or restrict overnight travel plans. Yet with these sacrifices, we can better ensure a 
safe  learning environment for all students and staff, and continue to be able to offer in-person 
learning. 
 



The reason the Cook County Department of Public Health has issued their travel ban is that 
overnight travel to certain areas by an individual increases the risk to the rest of us. Thus, 
unnecessary travel beyond 24 hours, to certain areas, is discouraged and a quarantine is 
recommended upon return. There are no travel police, and District 29 is not monitoring 
Facebook for family shots on the beach. We simply following the CCDPH guidance and ask that 
everyone does their part to keep us all safe and keep what we have going! 
 
In addition, transitioning a student between the in-person environment and remote 
environment is not just as simple as one more student logging into Zoom. Such events alter 
workload demands, impact staffing assignments, and disrupt the continuity of the classroom 
environment for all students. Thus, our general goal is to maintain consistency in the learning 
environment, and limit unnecessary movement between in-person and remote environments. 
That is why we asked families to commit to in-person or remote through the first trimester 
(November 2020). 
 
We recognize that the upcoming holidays are a time when college students will return home, 
and families will travel. We are exploring the option of implementing an extended full remote 
program from Thanksgiving through the Winter Break that would allow everyone to travel, yet 
remain safe and engaged academically. However, we ask that until then, we all continue to 
sacrifice recreational travel to high risk areas beyond the 24 hour CCDPH guidance. If you have 
a unique circumstance, please contact us to discuss your individual situation. 
 
Finally, as always, any parent can elect to pull their child from the “Hybrid In-Person” plan and 
place them in the “Alternate Remote” plan. Consistent with my message above, such a change 
is expected to continue through the end of the trimester (November 2020). 
 
Please reach out to me if you would like to discuss this, or any topic, individually. 
 
Thanks 
 
Edward J. Stange, Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
 


